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DETAILED ACTION 
Introduction 

1. Claims 1-11, 13-23,25,27-39,41 of U. S. Application 09/480,343 filed on 10- 
February-2000, are presented for examination. 

Claim Interpretation 

2. It is interpreted that "unavailable" means unavailable by the claimed vendor. If 
"unavailable" also means unavailable by any other vendor, then the limitation is 
meaningless. The specification provides no guidance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claims 1-11, 13-23, 25, 27-39, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukuda et al. in view of Allsop et al. (5,970,472; Applicant's IDS), and 
in further view of Johnson etal. (US Patent 6,055,516). 
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6. Fukuda et al. disclose managing building options, comprising: 

obtaining from a first user an indication of at least one available new building 
option for constructing a new building; 

causing tiie at least one available new building option to be electronically 
accessible to a second user; 

providing information electronically on tlie at least one available new building 
option to tiie second user; 

obtaining electronically from said tiie second user an indication of at least one 
clioice from among tlie at least one available new building option; and 

providing tlie indication of tlie at least one clioice to said tlie first user; 

wlierein tlie indication of tlie at least one available new building option is 
obtained electronically; 

wherein tlie indication of tlie at least one clioice is provided to the first user 
electronically; 

Fukuda: a networked interactive VR system for home and kitchen layout for 
customers. See abstract: "a virtual Reality (VR) technology 
application, a networked VR-supported design system of a 
kitchen layout. This networked VR system was developed on 
personal computers to allow customers to design at home. 
With the VR system, customers can have a pseudo-experience 
of their "virtual kitchen", modify the design of the 
kitchen, and make decisions by being provided with a good 
idea of their potential purchase. The VR system will also 
play an important role in user interface in the House 
Design Advisory System. This system gives advice on house 
design, as well as on kitchen layout design , according to 
the customers'' diversified lifestyles." See COl. 2, page 93: "The 
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VR allows customers to examine a design and make changes at 
an early stage in the process . Examples of VR applications 
are to be found in design, prototype, and space layout 
planning. " See section 2 (layout design in tlie sliowroonn); section 4 (VR 
system on tlie internet); section 5 (VR systems for customers)) 

4 PUTTING VR SYSTEMS ON THE 
INTERNET 

We extend the VR system to be accessed on (he Internet and 
to correspond to the changing needs ant! values of consumer. 



• The mterf»e on the Worid Wide Web appears. 

• A customer lodes at the interface and seleds each product 
interactively ({>. 

• If he/she wants (o know the more informalioii of a compo- 
nent prothict such as a fimction, a price, a size, and a pho- 
togr^i^, he/she can see by clidung the product name. The 
detailed information iiKluding behavior are shown using 
muittmedia (2). 

• Each component product is selected over and over. When 
all products arc selected, be/she may click the button named 
"ftnishcd!". 

• The selected products are represented (3). If he/sbe wishes 
to experience the virtual world, he may click the button 
named "VR". Then he/she can experience the virtual world 
£md review the first design with the existing photograph 
together (4). 




order to the ClMlir 



Figure 1: System Kitchen Planning Process 



({jterattKiSt if he.^f)* wtintv w kn >« thv nton usformaUori jf a ^ompon«it prttdutl tie/vbf can bv c$i<.)s.in)! litv 
prurfiK-l name Whtri j.!t pr>KimSs an Ktluftt^ thtv ir\ r»pi\<<*.it«i 4i iStiNtit >. in ■ rien^-v ttw »irt«i»( worltt .in-d 
reMt« thf first tif-Mgn (th > 4,i>ttng piiotosraph ( tgetftir > i U ht ^ht warn* to n-fit.^*' » ^Ofliptnii-nt prttlmi., a 
ai{ipr<Mti\t ffvkfK h SfKn 40 f>v ^i^!v«lt> in* piutiuiLt m )>u UfTmiJ 1*111 Itf «> Wh<.n !tt!A)>e<«fisi;|«i 4 fstuffk pmiiu ( tn f ht 
paJtUt, It i*. fmw a daljiJwt* irt tJit twvi.vrk ""i Vft> t <)*Mj;fi«>fe htAhe ftn-hia tiic ^ RVJL data & tti !he 



wherein the first user inputs said the indication of the at least one available new 
building option at a first computing unit and said the second user inputs the indication of 
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the at least one choice from among the at least one available new building option at a 
second computing unit coupled to the first computing unit via a communications 
network; 

wherein the communications network is a global computer network; 

wherein the at least one available option is electronically accessible to said 
the second user only if said the second user first electronically transmits a valid password. 

4 PUTTING VR SYSTEMS ON THE 
INTERNET 

We extend the VR system to be accessed on the Internet and 
to correspond to the changing needs and values of consumer. 



I products are described 
using catalogues and displays | 




P%«-* A N^^wk VK SysteB J. sy^j^^ ^^^^^ Planning Process 



wherein the at least one available new building option comprises at least one 
building component; 
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further comprising electronically providing information on tiie at least one building 
component to said tlie second user; 

wlierein tlie at least one building component comprises a liouseliold appliance, 
and wlierein the information comprises information relating to said the household 
appliance; 

(Note fig. 1 and col. 2, page 95): 



j products are described j 
I using catalogues and displays | 



kitcheif CAD system 




PkxwI : A inisioRwt (terjrtts the feasif plsnt. The foJfjwttsg 
♦ kiAsa kjftKrt <"r.«*fl|». "XT -, "I-"-, "IT-, "pflfesisk" , 



let, a :sfel£. fsBjeels, a dish !S>«f , a fsmfe, Msd 



Figure 1; System Kitchen Planning Process 



wherein tlie information comprises pricing information; 

wlierein tlie information comprises an image of tlie liouseliold appliance; 

wherein said the information comprises performance information of said the household appliance; 

further comprising electronically providing information on the at least one available new building 
option to said the second user; 

wherein said the information comprises product category information; 



(page 95, col. 2): 
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items mW 1^ checked- 

• of tise tomn 

* k^AeR iayoyt ("l^-j^l^isp^. "IF^. "L"-. '^.r-. "penit^&uir' 



ov<&a, a tom^f oven, and a dining l^bJe, er. ^ 



6he fim ^{m. Thi^ foltewing H«m§ wsl^ be j^eleeiedj 

* csts^n^'ts, ac<:mfiler, it s^ni, faucets., sk-^r^r, a 
a hood 



page 96: 



a ggj of or^ii^win pnxkKii. call be addal We can maie 

♦ Vmng tli^ Ipline rKxl^, lite neoes$.tr> J-D objects 
rcaci from m)^r .laiab^ive 4>n liir littctn^e^ 

* l>b.L^g ilie Sensor or Inierpokif^ nock:, llie limctR-m of eacli 
compumr^l |>rtHlyct can txr expJ^niie^l «sfT«cli\ely For 
anipk% cdtoine^ doors c^mi be iipep^ti and closed 



Pg. 98 
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* 11m mlerfacir ofa the '^brid Wide Web a}5|je;^s. 

• A cmisRaer looks ai the snferface «M selects eacb prodm 

Esest pnxJudE such as a ftsiKrciEm* a a sisae, 8jkI a pho^- 
E&psptu tesise can see by cUckiJig iti? produce name. Bis 
d«^tMl$d iMomt^tit^ iid£:3ydmg beha^<tor ^re showu Ming 



products 3FC cJcscntwct 
I using catalogues and displays | 




final drawings made, on our j 
kitchen CAD system j 



[ order to the CiM -ines j 
Figure 1: System Kitchen Manning Process 

7. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
whether authorization is required to access portions of the website. 

8. Allsop et al. disclose the use of authorization to allow users access to portions of 
websites (col. 2, entire patent generally). 

9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to carry out those steps because the use and advantages of this feature are 
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well known to those skilled in the art, namely providing for internet security. In this 
respect, see col. 1 of Allsop et al. 

10. Allowing for user authorization would have also been obvious because it is a 
choice from a finite number of identified, predictable solutions to the problem of internet 
security. "When there is a design need or market pressure to solve a problem and there 
are a finite number of identified, predictable solutions, a person of ordinary skill has 
good reason to pursue the known options within his or her technical grasp." KSR, 127 
S. Ct. at 1742, 82 USPQ2d at 1397. 

1 1 . Variations on a theme are also obvious. As a further alternative, it would have 
been obvious because design incentives to solve the problem of internet security would 
have prompted a predictable variation in the prior art system of Fukuda et al. to apply 
the known principle of providing internet security, disclosed in Allsop et al., in order to 
allow a user access the internet site of Fukuda et al., with confidence that the 
transactions will be secure. "When a work is available in one field of endeavor, design 
incentives and other market forces can prompt variations of it, either in the same field or 
a different one. If a person of ordinary skill can implement a predictable variation, §103 
likely bars its patentability." KSR, 127 S. Ct. at 1740, 82 USPQ2d at 1396. 

12. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
updating the amount of money remaining in the budget subsequent to indicating a 
choice. 

13. Bush (1966) discloses that this is an extremely well known problem - keeping 
track of a budget wliile slioppina - and tliat it is commonly carried out . See col. 1 : 
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I jEsiif b^s 




Bush discloses electronic means {adding machine) to carry out the function (col. 3): 

. Osv ^ , ' ^ . 0 W [..I- ni.>t,.i . .v:^ 

Kktmf m^vJuiie ^^t s^s^v <k- 

^ \\ * "n \ \ t ' > Ix Mb \ \ 

S-uo?^ ??^^ufrv-> 4^i^*y ik^*o1 •'H'it "^'^^^ ^^rcf* ^^^f^^'^?- 
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The specification only discloses (page 12): 



Page 1 1 



Op^cf^atl> du'ir>g ?he &e ec^H^ r process a Cs^^r^y^at^^e 
spent arulQt irmey avai^r'e H"" the hcmebjyef may be d^spa^'ed 
Cateulaljor of the mos^cv fnay be based on a busge^ wh^ch ha? bei^r 

10 L?t'*^i^ *ri''^ red by ihe bu^^er gn-.i'o'- the homt?^uv.^T 8 ^ rhoo^ing the ^t-sr^^J^^rsr^ 
nr upgrf^Oi* opJ^Q^is ^or ench busking co^^pcmt!*?^^ the hamf»bu>»-*r c-^a^ "ia«ie 
^nfcrm-eq deci^^ors on the buiidin-g ^-^ompc^ente of ine^' ho«^f* ^-v^^^e stayrc? 
^vit^in a designated budget 

14. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to keep track of the budget while shopping because this allows for keeping 
within budget. 

1 5. Fukuda et al. teaches all of the claimed elements but appears to be silent on 
whether "unavailable" options are made available to a user. 

16. Johnson et al. disclose the feature. See col. 2: 

Id vkw of the &rsgoliig, ii is an object of chis mvg-ndon 
to provide ao. electiDnie soorciDg method and system that 

cgntaismg. dat:g. (inchidiiog prod^ct:/vesdor IdendfigatbE ., 

'^^of^^traGslerring li^e pradiicl inSSSIatioci for desired, cistalog 
items obtaised as a result of ihe search, io ^ requisitbo,/' 
purchasing sy^lem fc<f use in generating a requisitioD includ- 
£D mg entries fcr ihe desired catalog iiems. 



Col. 4: 
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A feature of the present inveotioo is tbe abilitT lo search 
muitipk caialog s fiom digereol swjiiers . t-'or example, 
cai:aIog''''data^as^^ can coDtShlfie or catalogs 

published by ^ v^Ddor Distiibittor^ hs^-iag Distributor's 

55 catalog numbers for all listed products and veodor maou- 
facliifet's part diiimbers for many of the Ikied pmdne^. 
Catalog darabasfi 36 caii fyrther coctaia catalogs published 
by mm^ of tbe %^ndor msoufacturers, ibting the manufac:- 
mrers' pan numbers for certain product correspondingly 

60 list&d in th€- Distributor's caulogs 
CQt lifted jm l^ 

I WSellir oi&er niSnicnife^lsf disiribuiors^ listing 
such vendor's products diSsreal from those in the Distribu- 
lor's e^^alogs, 

1 7. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the feature because allowing for the inclusion of unavailable options 
is a choice from a finite number of identified, predictable solutions to the problem that 
vendors cannot carry all merchandise (not knowing possible user preferences, stocking 
issues, etc.) and this limits the customer's ability to make an informed choice where 
multiple products are involved and wherein choice of one product affects the choice of 
another product. "When there is a design need or market pressure to solve a problem 
and there are a finite number of identified, predictable solutions, a person of ordinary 
skill has good reason to pursue the known options within his or her technical grasp." 



KSR, 127 S. Ct. at 1742, 82 USPQ2d at 1397. 
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Response to Arguments 

18. Applicant's arguments, filed 12/9/2008, have been carefully considered and are 
not persuasive. Applicants are thanked for the amendment and arguments. 

1 9. The arguments regarding unavailable options are moot in view of the updated 
rejection. 

20. Most of the remaining arguments are a substantial, if not exact, repetition of 
previously presented arguments and have been addressed in the previous office action. 
The rejections are maintained until Applicants address and persuasively explain any 
deficiency in said response to Applicant's arguments. 

21 . Regarding budgets, Fukuda does disclose (page 95): 



ti^iti:! will be clifiidtM.' 



* lilt pil^csf iiiftMi 

♦ Id6di«® <^"r^^%^, "L™-. "ir-, ">f3iifiMili*^N 



And (page 98): 
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! asmed '"VR*\ Tbsa h^^cm ^xpertexs^ jfet vjmiaJ ^vsAd 



22. Regarding Busli, Applicants argue (pg. 16, for example): 

Hiuiui btu ^sv isiWMujb, ym.jfd .isvj t^La;\t bs the assroKx'* f^irtlK^r. mn^lx^a- d<x^ dts 
vit mi {fee cii-tonun \'^ss.-lsfN tt-- '<|vnd, Th it jv\ th< huJgc! iIj^.' ■.lb^o'Ms.t onlv kH*>\\}-! ^> 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies are not 
recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Claim 1, for example, 
only requires: 
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The claim does not limit how the prices are entered. In any case, it has generally been 
recognized that merely providing an automatic means to replace a manual activity which 
accomplishes the same result is not sufficient to distinguish over the prior art. In re 
Venner, 262 F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 194 (CCPA 1958). 

23. Furthermore, keeping track of a running total for the purpose of keeping within 
budget provides for the amount of money remaining in the budget. 

24. Furthermore, it is noted in light of KSR, that a person of ordinary skill in the art 
will exercise ordinary creativity, common sense and logic . The person of ordinary skill in 
the art is a hypothetical person who is presumed to know the relevant prior art . Custom 
Accessories, Inc. v. Jeffrey- Allan Indus., Inc., 807 F.2d 955, 962, 1 USPQ2d 1196, 
1201 (Fed. Cir.1986). In determining this skill level, the court may consider various 
factors including "type of problems encountered in the art; prior art solutions to those 
problems; rapidity with which innovations are made; sophistication of the technology; 
and educational level of active workers in the field." Id. (cited in In re GPAC, 57 F.3d 
1573, 1579, 35 USPQ2d 1116, 1121 (Fed. Cir. 1995)). In a given case, every factor 
may not be present, and one or more factors may predominate. Id. at 962-63, 1 
USPQ2d at 1201. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 
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- Kenney (United States Patent 6381583) discloses running totals for a virtual 
shopping basket. Col. 10: 

klv U4^^ hV- \s \% >, t44* X H y^K^Xx Mi 

\ i\ U i\ s V 1 K \\ ^ I \ t 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hugh Jones whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3781 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamini Shah can be reached on (571) 272-2279. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 



Application/Control Number: 09/480,343 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2128 

you have questions on access to tlie Private PAIR system, contact tlie Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Hugh Jones/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2128 



